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Volunteers reflect on Gulf Coast

MITCHELL ALAN PARKER

STAFF WRITER

Tears streamed down Rochelle JacksonSmarr’s face as she recounted seeing a murdered
child on a street in a flood-ruined ghetto.
“Just another day in New Orleans,” JacksonSmarr said through her tears to a panel of local,
state and federal representatives.
Members of the public joined the representa-

tives in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
on Friday to hear San Jose State University students describe what they witnessed when visiting
the Katrina-ravaged region in January as part of
the Gulf Coast Civic Works Project.
“All I could hear was the wind and my footsteps,” said Julian Rosenberg, a junior majoring
in political science, who visited the Gulf Coast
along with 100 students from 15 universities.
“The soul of the city is gone and I could feel
that as I walked around.”

Student fee
hikes discussed
at Town Hall

The project was started by SJSU sociology
professor Scott Myers-Lipton and his students
after they watched Spike Lee’s documentary
“When the Levees Broke” and read about the
Tennessee Valley Authority in their classroom.
“We thought, ‘Why can’t we connect that
idea to the Gulf Coast?’,” Myers-Lipton told the
panel.
The Civic Works Project is working to encoursee GULF, page 3
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From right, San Jose State University students Cheri Nelms, Darcie Kiyan and
Danny Boyd, help register Xavier University students, from left, Victoria Lewis
and Zuri Oliver, during the Louisiana Winter Orientation on Sunday, January 14.

Meet the A.S. presidential candidates
Election to take place March 20 and 21

Benjamin Henderson

Joel Bridgeman

S.J.S.U candidate for president

SHIFT candidate for president

KEVIN RAND
STAFF WRITER

Fewer than 10 students showed up to the Town
Hall meeting at the Student Union even though
roughly 1,300 received invitations, said Cathy Busalacchi, the Student Union’s executive director.
Despite the low turnout, students had plenty of
questions about the multi-million dollar Student
Union renovation and new Student Health Center
projects, which were the focus for the evening.
“We’re going to be paying for it now, and it’s not
going to be done for five years,” said one student,
“will we be able to use it?”
Busalacchi said that they’re still discussing how to
compensate students who graduate before the projects are finished. But, she said, alumni might get usage equal to the amount they paid while attending
school.
Another student asked if there are plans to address security issues because some of the new facilities will be open 24 hours.
Busalacchi said that is definitely something they
need to look into.
Busalacchi presented a slideshow to the students and
faculty members, including President Don Kassing.
The presentation showed computer-enhanced
photographs of what the new campus buildings
would look like upon completion. The modern looking architecture, like the health center, with a transparent, glass structure, would mean an increase in
student fees, Busalacchi said.
Cesar Esquiveo, a senior majoring in psychology,
said he loves the new ideas but not enough to spend

Current Associated Students
director of campus advising affairs Benjamin Henderson said
he wasn’t sure exactly when he
decided he wanted to run for
A.S. president. But last year,
Henderson said he remembers
deciding that it was a role for
him to pursue.
“What really sparked me
was that I had this idea to
tackle student fees,” Henderson said. “I feel like I could really make a difference.”
Henderson, a fourth-year senior majoring in political science, said
that he has many goals he would hope to accomplish if elected A.S.
president. He wants a memorial to civil rights icon Cesar Chavez constructed somewhere on campus. He also wants an informative plaque to
be built in front of the Tommie Smith and John Carlos statue outside
Dwight Bentel Hall.
“To have that statue and not have a plaque,” Henderson said, “…
that would be an injustice.”
Henderson said he wants to organize a student march from California
State University, Sacramento to the state capitol with the intent to ask
the legislature to pick up the cost of CSU student fees.
“When we as students can unite we can do so much,” he said.
Henderson said some of his goals as A.S. president would be to strengthen student support services and to make sure SJSU students would have
more resources. Also, Henderson wants to improve campus advising overall,
by implementing a new electronic advising hub somewhere on campus.
If he is not elected, Henderson plans on taking a congressional internship in Washington D.C., where he says he will still have the same
passion and love for helping students.

According to A.S. presidential candidate Joel Bridgeman,
California State University students are in a financial crisis.
And Bridgeman said he wants to
be the leader to help take SJSU,
the CSU and future generations
out of the crisis.
“We need to push as a
group,”
Bridgeman
said.
“Right now, there is not enough
money.”
Bridgeman, a senior political
science major, said that students have been lobbying the state government for years to lower students, but everybody – students, staff, administrators – must help to keep students safe from further economic
emergency.
“When you’re trying to achieve an objective you need everybody to
buy into it,” he said. “Everyone in the CSU system must buy into it as a
crisis.”
Bridgeman said he is adamant that any future changes will come from
today’s students.
“Change always comes from our generation,” Bridgeman said. “We’re
at the beginning … and our children’s future is at stake here.”
Bridgeman said he equates the current student fee “crisis” to a prison
system or energy crisis – with only one catch.
“This is going to be bigger than a prison crisis or an energy crisis,” he
said.
Two years ago, Bridgeman made his Associated Students debut as a
member of the Stand-Up party and this past year has served on the A.S.
board as director of student rights and responsibilities.

For vice-presidential candidate profiles, see page 5

see MEETING, page 3

Residents compete in Cook-Off

Robots swarm SJSU Event Center
RAINIER RAMIREZ

DAVID ZUGNONI
STAFF WRITER

Approximately 40 students gathered at the Dining Commons Thursday night for the first Spartan CookOff, a culinary competition that gave
students the opportunity to have their
creations put on the Dining Commons
menu.
Four teams representing their residence halls, Building B in Campus
Village, Hoover Hall, Royce Hall and
Washburn Hall, had 90 minutes to
prepare an appetizer, a main course
and a dessert, and were limited to $100
worth of groceries.
Three judges, Gianpaulo Ruiz, souschef at the Dining Commons, Paulette
Pearson, franchise manager of the Student Union, and Daniel Herrera, a student who was chosen because he had
never eaten at the Dining Commons,
tasted the food and presented awards

BY MARK POWELL, STAFF WRITER

for best appetizer, best main course,
best dessert and best overall meal.
“At first I was a little skeptical,” said
Herrera, a junior majoring in chemistry. “They kind of pulled me out of
the crowd, but it was really enjoyable.
There were a lot of really good dishes
and a lot of people put a lot of effort
into this.”
While the judges deliberated over
the winners of the awards, contestants
and spectators helped themselves to
the leftovers.
Some dishes came from students’
family recipe books, some came from
the Internet and others were creative
concoctions prepared specifically for
the event.
“The chicken cordon bleu is actually a recipe my mom used to make
when I was a little girl,” said Stephanie
Adams, a junior majoring in interior
see DINING, page 3

STAFF WRITER

There was a different kind of
March Madness on Saturday as robots
swarmed the court in the San Jose State
University Event Center.

About 500 people came to watch
48 high school teams from seven states
and Canada compete in the “FIRST
Robotics Competition” Silicon Valley
Regional.
This year’s game was “Rack N’
see ROBOTS, page 4
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Royce Hall residents Kristen Carder, a freshman majoring in
theatre arts, Angelo Monjo, a freshman majoring in pre-nursing, and Minchau Nguyen, a freshman majoring international
business, taste their Strawberry Ice Cream Cheesecake
which they entered as their dessert in the SJSU Spartan
Cook-Off.

PHOTOS BY RAINIER RAMIREZ/ STAFF WRITER

Members of the “Red Alliance” focus on the match in the “FIRST Robotics Competition” at the
Event Center
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QUOTE OF THE DAY:

A coward turns away, but a brave
manʼs choice is danger.
— Euripides

MONDAY
MARCH 19, 2007

DAILY MAILBAG:

Should professors podcast lectures?
Dear Editor,
In regards to the article titled “Some questions
effect of podcasting classes,” it has been brought to
our attention that this matter of modern technology
on college campuses will raise an issue. The iPod has
become a super hit in this technological age. Everywhere you look you see people with white earphones
in their ears and grooving to their music. Podcasting is
the next “big thing” for the iPod. On the other hand
it gives students a good reason to skip their classes and
disregard the importance of class interaction. As future graduates of San Jose State University, we do not
agree with making classes in a podcast setting
Although podcasting has shown to improve and facilitate information effectively, it will allow students to ditch

class and procrastinate. If classes were on podcast, attendance will become an issue because students will rely on
the lectures from the podcast and not in a physical class.
If podcasting was allowed in San Jose State University it will strip the advantage of interacting with other
peers. Lectures are more interesting and educational
when the students interact with the lecturer and/or
peers. As we have all learned networking is extremely
important because it opens up many doors to career
opportunities and/or life experiences.

Dear Editor,
In the March 6 edition of the Spartan Daily, some
students were in question about the need for podcasting classes. For instance, Allmen stated that this technology would, “create attendance problems” while
Ficke remarked, “make the situation worse.” As an
SJSU Health Science student currently enrolled in a
Health and Internet course this semester, I disagree
with the comments made by Allmen and Ficke. Stu-

dents like Allmen and Ficke may not appreciate the
benefits that this new-aged technology (podcasts) provides. For instance, downloading lectures via pocasts is
free, convenient, and ideal for students who may have
missed a lecture due to illnesses, work schedules, transportation, daycare issues, or wanting to review the lectured material a second time.

Rohitesh Raman
Michelle Linares
Arthi Maghrajh
Andy Cheng

Dar Miller

Dear Editor,
Podcasting is a very useful tool for students to obtain information they might have missed in a lecture.
Many professors at big universities are turning to
podcasting and web casting to make lectures easier
for students. Although there is the concern that students might not attend classes because there are podcasts and webcasts, I feel that college students are old
enough to make the decision of whether or not to go
to class. It is ultimately the students’ responsibility
for going to class and learning the material. Professors can enforce attendance by giving quizzes or small
assignments for a participation grade; however, I feel
that is unnecessary.
I have never had a class where the professor used
podcasting. However, it would be very beneficial for
students if they used podcasts and web casts because
students sometimes have to miss class for certain rea-

sons. So instead of copying a classmate’s notes, they
can take their own notes by listening to podcasts. Furthermore, it would be even better if professors used
web casts. With Web casts, students not only listen
to the professor’s lecture, but they can see what the
professor writes on the board or see diagrams that are
important during the lecture.
My sister at UC Berkeley says that most professors
teaching in big lecture halls use web casting. She says
that it does affect the attendance of the class, but students still learn the material and do the work in the
class. This example leaves me to conclude that college students are old enough to manage their time and
decide what is best for them.

Dear Editor,
We think that there are pros and cons to the podcasting of lectures. The cons are students taking advantage of the opportunity by not going to class and
only relying on the podcast lecture. We agree on the
attendence becoming a problem. The pros of the podcasting are students may review the lecture at home to
get a better understanding of the material. It is helpful

to students that may not get all the information during a regular lecture session. We agree that there will
definitely be procrastination in listening to the lecture
last minute before an exam. Attendance should be enforced even if the lectures are available through podcasting to not create an attendance problem.

Christine Hom
SJSU freshman

Gaby Sarinana and Michele Signio

WHAT’S THE DEAL:

SPARTA GUIDE

Write letters to the editor and submit Sparta
Guide information online. Visit our Web site at
www.thespartandaily.com. You may also
submit information in writing to DBH 209.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is
noon, three working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of
submissions. Entries are printed in the order in which they are received.

Today
SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
The SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry will be
holding a Daily Mass at 12:10 p.m. in the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry Center. For more
information, contact Jose Rubio at (408) 938-1610.

LaRouche Youth Movement
Civil rights heroine, Amelia Boynton Robinson,
speaks about the importance of civil rights as a lifelong
commitment to confront. The event will be from 3 to
5:30 p.m. in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library,
room 225. For more information, contact Diana Wong
at (415) 215-1756.

SJSU Softball
Come and watch the SJSU softball team face
Mercer (DH) at the SJSU field at 1 p.m. Students
get in for free. For more information, contact Erika
Mares at erika.mares@sjsu.edu.

Disabled Students’ Weekly Discussion
Join Counseling Services for the Disabled
Students’ Weekly Discussion from 3 to 4:20 p.m. in the
Administration building, room 201. For more
information, contact Kell Fujimoto at (408) 924-5910.

Weekly Meditation Workshop
Join Counseling Services for its Weekly
Meditation Workshop from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. in
the Administration building, room 201. For more
information, contact Mark Forman at
(408) 924-5910.

Dear editor,
Today I did something that could have potentially gotten me in trouble with the staff, students
and even the president of San Jose State University. I climbed up and stood on the concrete slab
representing Peter Norman’s spot on the Tommie
Smith and John Carlos statue on the Clark Hall
lawn. In the article “Bronze Medal Returned to
Statue” by Mark Powell, student Mike Duong is
quoted as saying, “If you’re climbing on it (the
statue) you’re basically disrespecting history.” University President Don Kassing goes farther. “It’s
very disappointing and concerning.” I wouldn’t
consider my own actions after the medal’s dislocation and subsequent news articles “disappointing,”
“concerning” or “disrespectful” at all. History acquires the most value when it becomes participatory. Although I couldn’t have been there in real
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Tuesday
SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
The SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry will be
holding a “Hour of Power – Rosary Prayer Night,”
at 8 p.m. in the SJSU Catholic Campus
Ministry Center. For more information, contact
Kay Polintan at (408) 938-1610.
life, as I stood on the podium with Smith and Carlos, I enjoyed the euphoric feeling of experiencing
their Olympic win with them. While I agree that
the medal coming off of the John Carlos statue was
unfortunate, the medal itself is just another tile in
a detailed mosaic, not an ancient relic. Proposals
like a fence or video surveillance surrounding the
statue would significantly lessen its meaning. The
solidarity statue is not protected from the weather,
elements or fingerprints as it would be if locked
behind museum doors, but because of its public location, it radiates a much more powerful influence.
The best history is accessible; it casts its shadow as
children play, it adorns a lush field and dare I say?
It can be climbed on.
Sarah Joy Callahan
junior
Spanish

ADVISERS
Richard Craig and Jan Shaw, News ; Michael Cheers, Photojournalism; Tim Hendrick, Advertising;
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Some of the people you can’t
believe you hang out with
The past weekend I was thinking of the people
who make things difficult and wanted to add to my
list from my Feb. 12 column. So my friends and I
came up with three more to add to the list.
Remember, these are the people who make things
awkward when they hang out with you, and I’m
sure everyone can relate. Usually my friends who
are close to me make it known when these people
are around by saying “AK-ward”
has stepped in the house. Usually
we say it out loud but in a manner
where the person won’t it.
Let me start off with “Major
Inconvenience” — this is the person who you have to change plans
for when you’ve already mapped
out your day. We have to go to a
MICHAEL GESLANI
certain place, lets say the mall and
he is the person who you have to
accommodate and take to the bank.
He doesn’t tell you until you reach the parking lot
of the mall when his bank is out of the way.
“Yo, sorry to say this but I need to go to the
bank.”
As I park, I’m thinking, “Why couldn’t you have
told me this before we got here?”
The second person is “Wikipedia Wonder,” because this person will only answer your questions using the Web site Wikipedia.org. Wikipedia is an online
encyclopedia where regular “Joes” are the sources of
the information. Most of the information on the Web
site may be true, but there is no credibility because
anybody can change the information and make stuff
up.
Well, now this guy is an information database because of Wikipedia. He pops up when you start to
question something and he gives you an answer to it
after checking the Web site.
In your head you just want to tell him that Wikipedia isn’t a good source of information but he
believes that all the information is good. It may be
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“Next thing you know you are watching
the six oʼclock news and they report that
all the rumors arenʼt true ...”

along and tells everyone that he saw it on the Web
site.
This wasn’t true but “Gullible Guy” tells everyone
about it and says to check Wikipedia. Next thing you
know you are watching the six o’clock news and they
report that all the rumors aren’t true and now he feels
like a moron for believing it.
Just like I said, these two can actually be seen together at times.
Add those three to the list. Those people don’t really make life difficult but they just make things too
awkward.
Try and avoid people like the ones I listed but if
you can’t, then be prepared to be the victim of the
“AK-ward.”

Michael Geslani is the Spartan Daily opinion editor.
“What’s The Deal” appears every Monday.

Questions? Comments?
Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact the Spartan Daily at
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu
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but he uses it like his bible and he lives and dies by
Wikipedia.
The last person is “Gullible Guy.” He believes anything that just doesn’t seem right at times. He usually
hooks up with “Wikipedia Wonder,” or sometimes it’s
just the same person.
“I heard that Sinbad passed away.”
Which actually was reported by the Associated
Press over the weekend that someone made an entry
on Wikipedia that he had passed away from a heart
attack.
As he tells everyone, “Wikipedia Wonder” comes
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O P I N I O N PA G E P O L I C Y
Readers are encouraged to express
themselves on the Opinion page with a letter
to the editor.
A letter to the editor is a response to an
issue or a point of view that has appeared in
the Spartan Daily.
Only letters between 200 to 400 words will
be considered for publication.
Submissions become property of the
Spartan Daily and may be edited for clarity,
grammar, libel and length. Submissions must
contain the author’s name, address, phone
number, signature and major.
Submissions may be placed in the Letters to
the Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in
Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to
(408) 924-3237, e-mail at spartandaily@
casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan Daily
Opinion Editor, School of Journalism and
Mass Communications, San Jose State
University, One Washington Square, San
Jose, CA 95192-0149.
Editorials are written by and are the consensus of the Spartan Daily editors, not the
staff.
Published opinions and advertisements do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
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Gulf- Students Meeting- Center would have some 24-hour amenities
spoke to Rep.
“They paint a nice picture in the
Sally Lieber
beginning, but I know what everyContinued from page 1

Continued from page 1

age the adoption of legislation
that would create 100,000 civic
works jobs in the Gulf Coast region, Myers-Lipton said.
The legislation would include
the development of civic works
jobs such as plumbers, electricians, brick builders and musicians, the rebuilding of low to
moderate income housing, the
instillation of personal empowerment back to the community
in order to combat hopelessness,
and the restoration of faith in the
government at a national and local level, Myers-Lipton said.
The next steps, Myers-Lipton
said, will be to circulate a petition, contact 2008 presidential
candidates to encourage them
to adopt their cause, continue
to reach out to legislators and to
urge the passing of a resolution
in California that would publicly support the Gulf Coast Civic
Works Project.
After the hearing, Assemblywoman Sally Lieber, D-San
Jose, said that she was impressed
with the SJSU Works Project
chapter’s commitment to Gulf
Coast reconstruction.
“It’s something that goes back
to the roots of activism at San
Jose State in the 1960s,” Lieber
said. “I think that this project is
going to be as impactful as any of
the student activism that has ever
taken place in the Bay Area.”
Particularly, Lieber said she
was impressed with the amount
of student involvement in the
project.

“Itʼs something that
goes back to the roots
of activism ... .”
-Sally Lieber, D-San Jose

“I think it’s significant that
the students are taking on an issue that has been so rejected by
those who should care about it,”
Lieber said. “So, I think that the
project that they are taking up
is absolutely of the highest importance and it’s very significant
that the students are the only
ones who are willing to stick
their necks out at this point in
time.”
Lieber said that a resolution
will be entering the state legislature soon and that multiple
members of the state assembly
will want to be co-authors.
The resolution, Lieber said,
will call on Gov. Schwarzenegger to pursue the issue presented
by the Works Project.
“I think it’s a really great
project,” Lieber said. “We want
to support it from the level of
the state legislature.”
As for the students who gave
their testimonies, Lieber said
were it not for them continuing
to advocate for improving the
conditions in the Gulf Coast,
“there wouldn’t be any action.”

what the school is asking for them.
“I mean tuition’s increasing already,” Esquiveo said. “They paint a nice picture in
the beginning, but I know what everything’s
going to cost, too.”
If the project is given the OK, students will
have to pay an additional $40 per semester
on top of the normal student fees of the first
semester. Then, for the next three semesters,
they will have to pay $40 more than the previ-

ous semester until, finally, during the fifth semester, the fees will cap with an $80 increase
rounding out at a total $240 in additional in
fees per semester from then on.
The slideshow showed that in a student
survey conducted in the fall, some of the most
popular new ideas included a health center
with a gym, a 24-hour cyber café with Internet access and an overall better appearance
for the Student Union and SJSU campus.
Robert Griggs, a senior majoring in aviation, said he is a tour guide for SJSU and

Dining- Winning recipes to
be served in Dining Commons
Continued from page 1

design who led the Building B
team.
Adams and the Building B
team took judges on a “tour of
Europe,” cooking French chicken
cordon bleu with rice, fixing an
Italian raspberry strawberry gelato, and putting together a Greek
salad which Adams said was inspired by the salads from a Greek
restaurant in her hometown.
The Hoover Hall team created a Thai-themed meal with
Thai angel wings as an appetizer, coconut rice pudding for
dessert, and a main course of
pineapple fried rice with chicken
saute served inside a hollowedout pineapple.
“We went a little over the top
because we want to win,” said
Jessica McGroarty, a freshman
majoring in child development.
The Royce Hall team’s meal
consisted of fettuccine pasta with
pesto sauce and lemon garlic
shrimp, a cheesy bruschetta and
strawberry ice cream cheesecake
with raspberry sauce.
“Our kitchen smelled amazing,” said Kristen Carder, a freshman majoring in theater arts.
Carder said her favorite part
of the event was tasting all the
dishes.
“I loved our strawberry ice
cream cheesecake and I liked the
strawberries and whipped cream,”
Carder said. “I stole the bowl.”
The Washburn Hall team prepared a lime chicken breast marinated in lime juice and Italian
herbs, a twice-baked potato and a
strawberry shortcake crumble.
“I always cook at home,” said
Steven Zeier, a freshman majoring in business administration
who led the Washburn team. “I
have dinner parties for my parents all the time.”
Zeier said his team started
late because it bought its food
after the 90 minutes had started

instead of earlier in the day, leaving only 45 minutes to cook.
However, the Washburn
team’s twice-baked potato won
the award for best appetizer.
In other categories, the award
for best main course went to the
Royce team for its fettuccine pasta with pesto sauce and lemon
garlic shrimp; The Building B
team’s raspberry strawberry gelato won the award for best dessert; and the Hoover team won
the award for best overall meal.
It has not yet been determined
how long or how frequently the
winning dishes will be served at
the Dining Commons, said Robel Fessehatzion, vice president
of programming of Community
Housing Association of Leadership Counsels, or CHALC,
which sponsored the event along
with Spartan Shops.
Puja Patel, treasurer of
CHALC, said she came up
with the idea for the Spartan
Cook-Off after Food Forums, a
bi-monthly event that allowed
students to voice their opinion
about the food served on campus, had produced limited student participation.
“Food forums was not their
most ideal way of coming to a
forum,” said Patel, a sophomore
majoring in microbiology. “But
yet people still wanted to improve
the kind of food that was here.”
Fessehatzion, a junior majoring in chemical engineering,
said he hopes that there will be
Spartan Cook-Off every semester, and said his favorite part of
the event was, “seeing everyone
smile at the end.”
Daniel Herrera, who was a
judge in the event, said he too
would like to see more Spartan
Cook-Offs in the future.
“It’s just one representation
of the many activities that the
school should provide to students
to give them an ability to shine,”
Herrera said.

thingʼs going to cost too.”
-Cesar Esquiveo,
senior, psychology

definitely in favor of these proposals.

3

“I think it’s a great idea,” Griggs said.
“Being a tour guide, if we have things like
these, it’ll attract students to the university.”
During the questions and answers, on
student commented, “I’ve had the ability to
go to other universities and other campuses
and see their rec centers. And what they have
greatly exceeds what we have.”
Veril Phillips, the vice president for student affairs, said that the low student turnout
for the meeting is not indicative of student
interest or excitement about the plans.
“It’s two weeks before spring break,”
Phillips said. “There are a lot of midterms. I
don’t think the numbers tonight represent an
attitude in the project.”

multimedia
gateway

PHOTO BY ZACH BEECHER/ PHOTO EDITOR

Students from the beginning and documentary photojournalism classes met up with the National Press Photographers Association student chapter from San Jose State University for the annual “Capitola Shootout,” which was held on Saturday,
March 10. To view multimedia packages from these students, visit www.thespartandaily.com, under featured stories.
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Robots- Competition was ‘awesome,’ some say
Continued from page 1

Roll” in which teams controlled robots they built to
place pool tubes on metal rack for points.
“It’s like tic-tac-toe on a jungle gym,” said Liam
Brady Cheney, a member of Mountain View High
School’s robot team.
The rack, located in the center of the playing field,
had 24 “spider legs” sticking out for the tubes to be
left on.
Each two-minute round had six teams divided into
two opposing alliances.
There was a 15 second period before the start each
round that allowed robots to utilize their programming and autonomously place tubes without human
intervention. Bonus points were awarded at the end of
each round if alliance members’ robots’ were off the
ground before time expired.
After two days of practice and preliminary matches
with randomized groups, the top eight teams drafted
two other teams to join in an alliance and compete
in a final elimination tournament to determine the

One robot attempts to hang a tube while teammates shove
an opponent out of position.

champions. In this round they played the best of three
matches to advance.
After making a comeback from being one game
down in the finals, California High School from San
Ramon, San Ramon Valley High School from Danville and Massachusetts Academy of Math and Science were the teams of the winning alliance.
“It’s been really awesome,” said Andrew Nehring,
a member of Massachusetts Academy of Math and
Science’s team. “We won the regional, so I’m just really excited.”

“I hope to become a robotics engineering
major when I go to college.”
-Andrew Nehring, high school student

Although the main idea of the game was to place
tubes on the rack, teams preferred to score the bonus
points at the end of the round because it was easier and
worth more, Nehring said. Teams that were not as efficient in hanging tubes ended up playing defense by
pushing opponents robots’ away from the rack, he said.
“Most of the matches were decided by ramps at the
end,” Nehring said. “Ramps ended up being the deciding factor here, which was really good for us.”
His team’s robot, “Gompei,” folded down a ramp
that allowed his alliance’s robots to get off the ground
and earn the bonus points.
Nehring said that his team usually competes in a
home regional near Massachusetts and chose to come
all the way to the Silicon Valley Regional because of
the nice weather in San Jose.
“I love engineering,” Nehring said. “I hope to become
a robotics engineering major when I go to college.”
Chris Mason, a San Ramon Valley high school team
member, noted how long it took to build the robot.
“We spent six weeks, Monday through Friday 3p.m.
to 9p.m. and all day Saturdays,” Mason said.
Throughout the three-day event, the team continued to program and improve the controls of their robot, Mason said.
He said the first few matches were difficult, but the
team figured out what they needed to make control-
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A robot attempts to hang a tube on the rack.

ling their robot smoother. Having random allies in
the preliminary rounds was also a difficult obstacle,
he said.
“Having two good alliance members is what really
helped out in the end,” Mason said.
Mark Leon, an SJSU alumnus who currently works
for NASA’s robot science was the master of ceremonies for the event.
“(Students) gain motivation unparalleled to their
experience in life,” Leon said. “These kids might just
see it as a tournament, but what the outcome is they

are going to stick on a serious engineering path, then
they are going to graduate college and then they are
going to come back and show us how to do it.”
One big difference he said he saw this year was a
difference in gender participation.
“We have a lot more women this year,” Leon said.
“There were about six women teams — that’s outstanding. We got to level the playing field.”
The alliance that won this regional, along with other
special award winners, will be eligible to go to Atlanta
next month to compete in the championship.

A WRITER’S PERSPECTIVE:

Experiencing St. Patty’s Day
One writer unravels the mystery of the celebration
ROSSA DOÑO
STAFF WRITER

A blanket of smiling green
filled O’Flaherty’s Irish Pub on
Saturday, as people crowded the
place in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.
“This is the first time I’ve
been out drinking on St. Patrick’s
Day,” said Vanessa Van Sigman
with a big smile, a junior majoring in international business. “I
like it a lot, I like this place and
all the people.”
She wasn’t alone. It was my
first time out on St. Patrick’s Day
too and considering I don’t drink,
I wanted to see how much fun I
could have.
I wasn’t exactly dressed for
the occasion and the only green
thing I had on was a little circled
pin the size of a quarter that said
“World’s Cutest Leprechaun,” on
my orange shirt.
When I first walked into the
already crowded bar the first
thing I noticed were the variety
of green shirts I could read with
different clever tags: “Made in
Ireland” surrounding a pint glass,
“I (picture of) shamrock and (pic-

ture of) glass of beer” and “Everyone Loves an Irish Girl”.
There were green, white and
orange balloons in every corner,
which made me feel like maybe
orange was a good color to wear,
and an Irish band played Irish
music for anyone who happily
wanted to dance to it, although
it wasn’t hard to notice that all
those that were dancing made
sure not to spill the beers in their
hands.
With hardly any room to move
on the first floor, several groups of
friends, including myself, walked
up the sticky steps to the second
floor to have a little more space.
Frupi Ravhadan, a junior majoring in child and adolescent
development, said it was her first
time at O’Flaherty’s on St. Patrick’s Day too.
“I love it here, it’s so great,”
Ravhadan said. “I like the atmosphere and the fact that you
can always meet a lot of new
people.”
With creative Irish accessories like green bead necklaces
on both guys and girls, a not too
small leprechaun on the shoulder of a man with glasses and
a loud laugh, and shamrock-

antenna head bands, St.
Patrick’s Day brought many
people together for several
different reasons.
“Honestly, I think a lot of
people use it to get drunk and
party with the Irish,” said Van
Sigman. “I don’t really know
the historical background,
but I do eat the traditional
corn and cabbage and have a
beer on St. Patrick’s Day.”
It is rather hard to believe that all the people at
O’Flaherty’s were Irish, and
the truth is the bartenders
were the busiest people of
the night, however, considering that I don’t drink, I may
not have been the only one to
stay sober that night.
On the contrary, Tim
Marquez, a senior majoring
in electrical engineering said
to “drink a lot, and try not
to throw up at the end of the
night, like every other Saturday night, but wear green,” is
what St. Patrick’s Day means
to him.
According to the Web site
www.history.com, St. Patrick’s Day celebrates the patron saint of Ireland and his
Christian accomplishments
on the country.
When I had finally had
enough fun, the color green,
Irish music, and watching the
bartenders scramble to help
the over-crowded bar, I decided to leave.
On my way out I counted
52 people waiting in line to
get in, and a lady who was
outside next to the bouncer
laughed hysterically as she
said “They have to show Irish
blood to get in.”
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Get to know the A.S. vice presidential candidates Bonding over

boba

BY RAINIER RAMIREZ, STAFF WRITER

Blair Whitney

Jessica Hernandez

Independent candidate for vice president

SHIFT candidate for vice president

Blair Whitney, a graduate student in political science, was Associated Students president during the 1993-94 school years. He
returned to ﬁnish his degree after taking a break for military service. He chooses to run for vice president because he wants to
empower the next generation of student leaders and help them
realize their goals.
“I don’t want to be president but I feel like I can give back,”
Whitney said. “I know a little bit about how the campus runs and
I have enthusiasm for reaching out to students.”
He said one of the most important issues for him is to bring
people together and affect positive change — not to be divided
about how to make things better. He said that SJSU could use the
e-mail system to “open up the phone lines” and allow people to
comment on what needs to be done. That way, the issues that are
important to students will be visible.
Whitney is running as an independent candidate because
he said he believes that a single political party cannot represent
30,000 students.
“It’s kind of like an A.S. club — it seems like people have been
there for a while,” Whitney said.
Whitney said he also sees the low voter turnout as a horrible
thing. He remembered when he was involved in A.S. before and
had three to four thousand students voting.
“That meant we were able to go to the board of supervisors
and negotiate things like the transit program,” he said. “And they
took us seriously. It’s hard for the A.S. to have any pride if the
students don’t give them any support in the election.”
Whitney said that it really doesn’t matter whom the students
decide to vote for, but it’s important they take a moment to think
about the election and cast a ballot for someone. He said doing
that would empower leaders to negotiate on their behalf and to
ﬁght for them on campus committees.
Whitney said he wants to help people be heard and for Associated Students to become the best organization that it can be.

Jessica Hernandez, a junior majoring in communication
studies and behavioral science, is currently the A.S. director
of communications, vice chair to the board of directors and
director-at-large for rules, legislative affairs and programming
board committees.
She said that she is the type of person that wants to get things
done and would be excited to work with the board of directors
while representing as many students as possible.
“There’s a lot of things I want to do as vice president,” Hernandez said. “One of the things I’ve observed as vice chair was
the vice presidents role with the directors. I’m a people person
so I would really like to work with the directors and help them
implement their goals.”
As vice president, she said that she would be informing the
directors of issues that are important to students.
“The directors are the people who mainly going to be voting
on issues and stuff like that,” Hernandez said. “I would be the
one to helping the directors out, but I would also help them out
in letting them know what else students want to do.”
As a member of the SHIFT party, she said there are many
goals they would like to accomplish.
“To me, the most important goal is to increase visibility,
transparency and accessibility,” Hernandez said. “Associated
students needs to be utilized, and a lot of students aren’t utilizing it or don’t even know what it is.”
Hernandez said that the most important issue for her is to
get students more involved.
“I would actually like to see students come here and stay,”
Hernandez said. “I would like students to take more advantage
of networking opportunities here now. There are more things
to be learned outside the classroom.”
Hernandez said that it is important to vote because A.S. represents students when an issue comes up. She said that it important for students’ voice to be heard through voting.
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Teri Poucher, a senior majoring in marine biology, gives out free boba tea to
residents during her program, “Java Jams,” which featured live bands and free
boba tea and coffee.

CLASSIFIEDS
Submit and Pay for your Classifieds Online with the convenience of a credit card. Questions on how to place your classified? Call 408.924.3277

EMPLOYMENT
OFFICE ASSISTANT Small
ofﬁce. Phones & reservations. Light computer work.
Good phone skills a must.
Flex hrs. (408) 292-7876
EASTER SEALS seeks
Lifeguards, Instructional Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists,
part or full time in San Jose
(Bascom & Moorpark). Flex
hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call
Tiago@408 295-0228. Send
resume to
jobs@esba.org or fax to
408 275-9858. $11-$15/
hour. DOE.
DAYCARE TEACHERS.
K-8th school seeks responsible individuals for extended
daycare, PT, PMs. No ECE
units req’d. Previous childcare exp. a must. Please call
248-2464
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250
every weekend. Must have
reliable truck or van., Heavy
lifting is required. 408 2927876
SITTERS WANTED. $10
or more per hour. Register
FREE for jobs at
www.student-sitters.com
.

LEADERS/COUNSLR/INSTRCT P/ T positions available for school hours and
after-school hours.
Need car & have experience
working with youth.
Call 408-287-4170,
ext. 221 or 237
AAE/ EOP
ACTION DAY NURSERY/
PRIMARY PLUS seeking
Infant, Toddler & Preschool
Teachers & Aides. FT& PT
positions avail. Substitute
positions are also avail that
offer ﬂex hrs. ECE units are
req’d for teacher positions
but not req’d for Aide positions. Excellent opportunity
for Child Develop majors.
Call Cathy for an interview@
244-1968 X16 or fax res. to
248-7433
WEEKEND EMPLOYMENT
Camp Counselors needed
for a residential camp serving
children and adults with disabilities. If you are interested in a challenging and
rewarding experience, visit
www.viaservices.org or call
(408)243-7861
EARN $2500+ MONTHLY
and more to type simple ads
online. www.DataEntryTypers.com

VALET PARKERS WANTED
School is in session. Are you
looking for a part-time job
that is ﬂexible with your busy
school schedule while making good money? Well, look
no further. Corinthian Parking
Services is looking for valet
attendants to ﬁll positions
at local malls and private
events.
Requirements:
* Must be at least 21 yrs old
* Must have a valid CA Class
C license
* Must provide CLEAN DMV
driving record
* MUST be responsible, wellgroomed and punctual
ï MUST HAVE PROFESSIONAL ATTITUDE
If this is you, please call
408-981-5894 for interview.

ATTENTION SJSU STUDENTS PART TIME OPENINGS
$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the company for
students, has part-time openings available for customer
sales/ service. The positions
offer numerous unique beneﬁts for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experience! Watch for us on-campus throughout the semester
or CALL 866-1100 9am-5pm

MonsterTRAK is looking for
campus representatives at
SJSU. We want enthusiastic
students who are interested
in business and in gaining
marketing/ promotions experience. Positions are part
time and paid on a ﬂexible
schedule, 5-10 hours/wk.
Contact: Alex McComber
amccomber@vilcom.com

FOR RENT

DELI HELP $1012/HR

M-F. 9:30-2:30. 152 NORTH
THIRD ST. SJ

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number,
punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line. The
first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra
charge up to 20 spaces. A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS
ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

www.workforstudents.com/sjsu

SJSU INTERNATIONAL
HOUSE *One block to
campus
*US & Internat’l students
*Safe/ friendly/ home-like
*Intercultural experience
*Computer lab, study room &
student kitchen
*Wireless internet access
*Assigned parking (fee)
One semester contract
Apply now! sjsu.edu/ihouse
360 S. 11th St. 924-6570

SPARTAN DAILY
Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209
FAX:
408.924.3282
EMAIL:
spsartandailyads@casa.sjsu.edu

ONLINE:
www.thespartandaily.com

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10%
discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be
placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s
individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or
other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist
of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone
numbers or addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete
information before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount
vacations or merchandise.

SERVICES
NEED CPR CERTIFICATION?

$45 SPECIAL for SJSU students w/ ID. Training at your
location or ours. Adult/ Child/
Infant CPR, First Aid, BLS for
Healthcare Providers, Pediatric (EMSA) for Childcare
Providers. Call
(408) 420-6483 or
(408) 416-1607. Email--fastcprclass@gmail.com Get
your cards the same day!
PROFESSIONAL EDITING
for your paper or dissertation.
Experienced. Efﬁcient. Exact.
Familiar with APA & Chicago
styles. ESL is a specialty.
Grace@ (831) 252-1108 or
Evagrace@aol.com or visit
www.gracenotesediting.com

OPPORTUNITIES
COURT RESEARCHERS
WANTED

Flexible hours. Will train to
research court records at
local courthouse. Call
1-(800) 759-3851.

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN
Flipping Burgers for $6/hour
OR
Flipping Houses for $10K
Month? Learn How! Call
Now!
877.517.5701

EVENTS
EVERYONE INVITED! First
Presbyterian Church
49 N. 4th Street
San Jose, CA 95112
408-297-7212
http:// www.fpcsj.org/
Lenten Soup Suppers
Each Wednesday in Lent
we will begin with our Soup
Supper at 6:30 pm. and our
program at 7:30 pm. Everyone is invited!
Upcoming Lenten Discussions
Wednesday March 21 - “The
Women with the Ointment”
Wednesday March 28 - “The
Compassionate Samaritan”
Upcoming Sunday Services
Every Sunday at 10:30 am
Fellowship at 11:30 am
Sunday March 18 ñ ìDad
always loved you moreî
Sunday March 25 ñ ìAre you
anointed?î
Sunday April 1 - Palm Sunday- Finger Food Brunch
Sunday April 8 - Easter Sunday- Easter Egg Hunt
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Softball divides doubleheader;
SJSU plays an ‘uninspiring’ 2nd game
ERIC ZIMMERLING
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State University softball team narrowly split a
doubleheader with Northern Colorado University on Friday with a
1-0 win in the first game — falling
3-0 in game two.
Junior pitcher Roxanne Bejarano picked up her third win in the
past four games for the Spartans
after pitching a complete game
shutout and striking out nine Bears
in game one.
“It was a good win for us,”
Bejarano said. “We’re working really hard out there. The defense
was solid behind me and we have a
lot of confidence right now.”
The lone run came in the 3rd
inning on a triple from freshman
outfielder Alyssa Sulay that drove in
freshman shortstop Liz Robertson.
The Spartans totaled one run on
one hit in the first game but it was
enough to improve their record to
13-10 on the season before heading into game two.
Sophomore pitcher Nicole
Luna-Pickens pitched a complete
game for the Spartans in the back
end of a doubleheader against the
Bears.
Luna-Pickens gave up three
runs on seven hits while striking
out three for the Spartans.
The Spartans struggled offensively where they were shutout
3-0 in game two, totaling only five
hits.
The Spartans could not convert
their chances on offense and nu-

merous offensive rallies fell short.
The Spartans left six runners on
base in game two after stranding
five runners in the first game of
the doubleheader.
Head coach Peter Turner said
his team put on an “uninspiring
performance.”

“We didnʼt take advantage
of a team that we should
have beaten.”
-Peter Turner,
SJSU softball coach

“I don’t know what the problem
was today,” Turner said. “I don’t
know if it is the fact that we’ve
played a lot of games over a short
period of time — But the players
that were fresh did not play well
either. We didn’t take advantage
of a team that we should have
beaten.”
Mandy Winkley, a utility player for the Spartans,
said that the team are
finding ways to win with
the injuries the team has
been battling.
“We’ve played 11 games in
seven days,” said Winkley, who
had one hit in three at bats
in game two. “We just find
ways to win. We pulled out a
1-0 win in the first game and we

struggled in game two. We coming
together as a team and looking to
put it together as we move along in
the season.”
The Spartans will host a doubleheader today against Mercer University before starting the Western
Athletic Conference portion of its
schedule on Friday when they host
New Mexico State University.
Bejarano said the team feels
that it is hitting its stride heading in
conference play.
“The loss (in game two) did put
us back a notch but overall we’re
playing a lot better,” Bejarano
said. “We are hosting New Mexico State at a good time because
we have our confidence and we’re
on a roll right now.”
The Spartans started of 2-9 to
begin the season before winning 11
of their last 13 games to improve
its record to 13-11 on the season.
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WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS SCORE ETCHED IN RECORD BOOK:

For the ﬁrst time in three years the SJSU womenʼs gymnastics team scored over
a 195.000 in a win at Sacramento State University yesterday. The team score of
195.300 is the second-highest in school history, dating back to the programʼs
beginnings in 1969.

Water polo dominates weekend play
SJSU shell-shocks Maryland 10-6, outsmarts Princeton 22-9
MARK POWELL
STAFF WRITER

The No. 9 San Jose State University women’s water polo team
defeated the University of Maryland Terrapins 10-6 on Sunday
in a non-conference game at the
Aquatic Center.
Junior
Geraldine
Hazlett
scored four goals for SJSU (9-9) in
a win that contrasted heavily with
Saturday’s victory over Princeton
University. Neither contest was a
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation game for SJSU.
“I guess we didn’t play as
well as we hoped,” Hazlett said.
“… kind of lackadaisical — we
weren’t finishing.”
The Spartans didn’t hesitate following the opening whistle, however, scoring the game’s first four goals.
Hazlett, and seniors Deanna Lowry
and Alexis Higlett contributed to the
scoring effort in the opening period.
Higlett’s two goals gave her
a total of 11 over the last three
games for the Spartans, who won
their third game in a row for the
first time since 2005.
“I think that says something
about our conference,” SJSU head
coach Lou Tully said.
Despite the victory, Tully said that
the Spartans didn’t perform as well
against the Terrapins on Sunday as
they did in their win on Saturday.
“It was very lethargic,” Tully
said. “I don’t know if there was
too much St. Patrick’s Day from
the night before, or whatever — I
don’t know. But they weren’t playing today with the same spirit they
played with yesterday.
“If we play like against an
MPSF team we will get pasted.”

Tully also said that SJSU has
been competing in many tough
games as part of a strenuous season
schedule with little or no break.
“The team has not had a weekend off since the beginning of
January,” Tully said. “They need
a little bit of a break — a mental
break if nothing else.”
SJSU too fast for Princeton in
22-9 win
It took just two minutes and
24 seconds of the first quarter for
Princeton to shoot to a 2-0 lead
over SJSU on Saturday.
But in the one minute and
15 seconds that followed, SJSU twometer player Juliet Moss pummeled
the Princeton defense with three of
her game-high six goals, propelling
SJSU to one of its most dominant

“They werenʼt playing today
with the same spirit they
played yesterday.”
-Lou Tully,
SJSU water polo coach
performances of the season.
“We needed to have two goals
to get our momentum going,”
Moss said. “So, I tried to do it.”
The 22-9 victory was the Spartans biggest win of the year, in terms
of total points and margin of victory.
“I don’t like to run the score,” Tully said. “But at the same time, I’ve got
players that want to keep playing and
I don’t want them to stop playing.”
The Spartans led 6-3 at the end
of the first quarter and outscored
the Tigers again in the second

quarter to lead 10-4 at halftixme.
“We’ve had a number of games
where I thought they did a pretty
good job,” Tully said. “And this is
one of them.”
Moss and sophomore Tanya
Torres scored for SJSU within the
first minute of the third quarter
— Princeton answered with two
goals of its own to cut the SJSU
lead to 12-6.
Torres’ goal came on the game’s
lone penalty shot.
“I guess the team lets me take
penalty shots probably because
I missed one before and I felt really bad,” Torres said. “So, maybe
they’re letting me redeem myself.”
Higlett, McKee, Moss and Torres
were responsible for the Spartans’
seven goals in the third quarter.
“We’ve moved the ball around
a lot and the defense couldn’t keep
up,” Higlett said.
One reason why the Spartans
were able to amass the amount
of goals they did was not entirely
based on good shooting, but improved passing as well, Tully said.
“I think that the passing has
made a significant improvement,”
Tully said. “And the passing is what
leads to shots. If you make the pass
correctly, the assist becomes more
important than the goal, and quite
often the goal is relatively easy if
the pass is there.”
Tully and several of the Spartan
players said that team speed was a
major factor in the victory.
“Once you get up on somebody
like that and you get that team
speed, it’s kind of like a big tidal
wave coming at you,” Tully said.
Torres added, “I countered
them and I’m not the fastest. They
were definitely slower than we
were, for sure.”

NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament Sweet Sixteen
Thursday, March 22
WEST REGIONAL — San Jose
4:10 p.m.
(4) Southern Illinois (29-6)
(1) Kansas (32-4)
6:40 p.m.
(2) Pittsburgh (29-7)
(2) UCLA (28-5)
SOUTH REGIONAL — San Antonio
7:27 p.m.
(3) Texas A&M (27-6)
(2) Memphis (32-3

9:57 p.m.
(1) Ohio State (32-3)
(5) Tennessee (24-10)
Friday, March 23
EAST REGIONAL — E. Rutherford
7:27 p.m.
(6) Vanderbilt (22-11)
(2) Georgetown (28-6)

9:57 p.m.
(5) USC (25-11)
(1) North Carolina (30-6)
MIDWEST REGIONAL — St. Louis
7:10 p.m.
(5) Butler (29-6)
(1) Florida (31-5)
9:40 p.m.
(7) UNLV (30-6)
(3) Oregon (28-7)

